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pressure sensor and/or flowmeter. The venting port connector
also is connected via a venting valve to a venting pipe, and via
a measurement gas valve to a measurement gas source. The
valves are controlled by the filter integrity testing device.
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FILTER DEVICE TEST APPARATUS, FILTER
INTEGRITY TESTING METHOD AND
COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a test apparatus for carrying out an
automatic integrity test on a filter device, a valve unit con-
nectable to a filter integrity test device to form a test appara-
tus, a microprocessor controlled method for carrying out an
integrity test on a filter device by means of the test apparatus.
The invention likewise relates to a computer program product
for carrying out integrity tests on filter devices.

2. Description of the Related Art

A methods for carrying out integrity tests on filter devices
is described, for example, in US 2003/0234211 Al. To carry
out the integrity test on the filter device various fluid connec-
tions has to be manually connected and disconnected in order
to fill, pressurise and drain the filter device. In particular in
case the filter device has to be tested under sterile conditions,
an erroneous handling can contaminate the filter device,
which then has to be sterilised or disposed.

One object of the invention is, therefore, to propose a test
apparatus and a respective method for automatically carrying
out integrity tests on filter elements, which largely precludes
manual errors by the operator. The object is achieved by the
subject-matter as defined in the independent claims. Pre-
ferred embodiments are subject to the dependent claims.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the invention relates to a test apparatus for
automatically carrying out an integrity test on a filter device
having a fluid inlet, a fluid outlet and a venting port. The test
apparatus includes a filter integrity testing device having a
pressure sensor and/or a flowmeter. The test apparatus also
has an inlet connector, an outlet connector and a venting port
connector. The inlet connector is fluidly connectable to the
fluid inlet. More particularly, the inlet connector is fluidly
connected via a wetting liquid supply valve to a wetting liquid
supply, and is fluidly connected via a drainage valve to a first
drain. The outlet connector is fluidly connectable to the fluid
outlet. More particularly, the outlet connector is fluidly con-
nected via an outlet valve to the first or a second drain. The
venting port connector is fluidly connectable to the venting
port. More particularly, the venting port connector is fluidly
connected via a measurement valve to the pressure sensor
and/or the flowmeter of the filter integrity testing device. The
venting port connector also is fluidly connected via a venting
valve to a venting pipe and is fluidly connected via a mea-
surement gas valve to a measurement gas source. The valves
are controlled by means of the filter integrity testing device.

By controlling the valves of the test apparatus by means of
the filter integrity testing device a testing method for testing a
filter device can be carried out automatically after the filter
device is fluidly connected to the test apparatus. A fluid is a
gas or a liquid, wherein a fluid connection enables a flow of a
fluid through this connection. After establishing the fluid
connection between the filter device and the test apparatus no
further manual actions of an operator has to take place, which
reduces the probability of erroneous operations by the opera-
tor. Furthermore, the test apparatus particularly is capable of
performing the wetting/filling, testing and draining step (in
any order) of the filter integrity test, e.g. filling, testing and
draining step for hydrophobic filter(s) and/e.g. wetting, drain-
ing and testing for hydrophilic and hydrophobic filter(s),
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automatically and/orunsupervised (for hydrophobic filters an
alcohol solution e.g. a 60 percent solution of isopropanol in
water may be used instead of water).

Exemplarily, the test apparatus can be formed or built by
connecting or assembling the filter integrity testing device to
a valve unit.

The invention also relates to a valve unit fluidly connect-
able to a filter device having a fluid inlet, a fluid outlet and a
venting port and connectable to an external filter integrity
testing device having a pressure sensor and/or a flowmeter.
The valve unit comprises an inlet connector, an outlet con-
nector and a venting port connector. The inlet connector is
fluidly connectable to the fluid inlet. More particularly, the
inlet connector is fluidly connected via a wetting liquid sup-
ply valve to a wetting liquid supply, and is fluidly connected
via a drainage valve to a first drain. The outlet connector is
fluidly connectable to the fluid outlet, and preferably is fluidly
connected via an outlet valve to the first or a second drain. The
venting port connector is fluidly connectable to the venting
port. More particularly, the venting port connector is fluidly
connected via a measurement gas valve to a complementary
measurement gas connector, which is fluidly connectable to
the pressure sensor and/or the flowmeter of the filter integrity
testing device. The venting port connector also preferably is
fluidly connected via a venting valve to a venting pipe, and is
fluidly connected or connectable via the measurement gas
valve to a measurement gas source. The valves comprise
communication means for communicatively connecting the
valves with the filter integrity testing device allowing the
control of the valves by means of the filter integrity testing
device.

The connection of the valve unit to an appropriate filter
integrity testing device allows an apparatus for automatically
carrying out an integrity test on a filter device. Therefore, the
valves of the valve unit are controllable by means of the filter
integrity testing device and, thus, an automatic testing method
for testing a filter device can be carried out using the valve
unit. Furthermore, the advantages and characteristics
described with respect to the valve unit apply also to the test
apparatus and vice versa.

Exemplarily, the valve unit further comprises a comple-
mentary electrical connector connectable to an electrical con-
nector of the filter integrity testing device. Additionally or
alternatively the complementary measurement gas connector
of the valve unit is connectable to a measurement gas con-
nector of the filter integrity testing device. Exemplarily, the
connection between the filter integrity testing device and the
valve unit, i.e. the electrical connection of the complementary
electrical connector to the electrical connector and/or the
fluid connection of the complementary measurement gas con-
nector to the measurement gas connector, is exemplarily
established by moving the filter integrity testing device along
a direction R relative to the valve unit. As an example, the
filter integrity testing device can be set on top of the valve unit
thereby establishing the electrical and/or fluid connection. In
particular, the communication means for communicatively
connecting the valves with the filter integrity testing device
can be data lines, such as electrically conducting wires or
wireless connections.

The term “fluid” as used in this application comprises a gas
and/or a liquid, wherein a fluid connection enables a flow of a
fluid through this connection. After establishing the fluid
connection between the filter device and the test apparatus or
the valve unit no further manual actions of an operator have to
take place, which reduces the probability of erroneous opera-
tions by the operator. Furthermore, the test apparatus or the
valve unit particularly is capable of performing the wetting,
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testing and draining step (in any order) of the filter integrity
test, e.g. wetting/filling, testing and draining step for hydro-
phobic filter(s) and/e.g. wetting, draining and testing for
hydrophilic and hydrophobic filter(s), automatically and/or
unsupervised (for hydrophobic filters an alcohol solution e.g.
a 60 percent solution of isopropanol in water may be used
instead of water). Therefore, the overall operability is
improved.

Particularly, during the integrity testing of the filter device,
the measurement gas source provides a pressurised measure-
ment gas, wherein the measurement gas source can comprise
an internal measurement gas source, such as a compressor
located within the test apparatus or within the valve unit, or a
measurement gas source connector, which is configured to be
fluidly connected to an external measurement gas source,
such as an external compressor, a pressure vessel, a com-
pressed air bottle or a compressed air container. In order to
allow the integrity testing of sterile filter devices under sterile
conditions, the measurement gas source can be configured to
provide a sterile measurement gas, e.g. sterile air.

The wetting liquid supply preferably comprises a wetting
liquid supply connector, wherein a wetting liquid storage
container is fluidly connectable to the wetting liquid supply
connector. Furthermore, the test apparatus or the valve unit
can comprise wetting liquid pumping means, exemplarily
pneumatic pumping means, in order to convey the wetting
liquid from the wetting liquid supply connector and/or the
wetting liquid storage container to the filter device.

The first and second drain of the valve unit as well as of the
test apparatus can comprise a first and a second drainage pipe,
wherein the first and second drainage pipes can be fluidly
connected to two distinct sewers, e.g. by means of a first and
a second drain connector, or they can be fluidly connected to
a common sewer, e.g. via a common drain connector.

The test apparatus or the valve unit can comprise a dry gas
source fluidly connectable via a dry gas valve to the venting
port connector. The dry gas provided can be used to remove
remaining liquid from the filter device after the integrity test
has been completed. As an exemplarily dry gas compressed
air, in particular compressed sterile air, can be used. The dry
gas source can comprise an internal dry gas source, such as a
compressor located within the test apparatus or within the
valve unit, or a dry gas source connector, which is configured
to be fluidly connected to an external dry gas source, such as
an external compressor, a pressure vessel or a compressed air
bottle or container. In order to allow the drying of sterile filter
devices under sterile conditions, the dry gas source can be
configured to provide a sterile dry gas, e.g. sterile air. Fur-
thermore, the dry gas provided can have a suitable steriliza-
tion temperature in order to sterilise the interior of the filter
testing device and/or the internal volumes of the test appara-
tus or the valve unit. In particular, the internal volumes of the
test apparatus or the valve unit can be contaminated by fluids
and/or micro-organisms originating from the filter device to
be tested and coming into contact with the internal volumes
during the integrity test. In order to heat the dry gas the dry gas
source and/or the test apparatus respectively the valve unit
can comprise a heating device.

Additionally, other gases can be used such as hydrogen
peroxide (H,O,) or steam (for example at 121° C.) in order to
sterilise the interior of the integrity test unit and/or the filter
device. A drying step with sterile air can then be used to
eliminate residual vapour.

The invention also relates to a microprocessor controlled
method for carrying out an integrity test on a filter device
having a fluid inlet, a fluid outlet and a venting port, wherein
a hydrophilic or hydrophobic filter material is arranged
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between the fluid inlet and the fluid outlet. The method com-
prises fluidly connecting the filter device to the above-de-
scribed test apparatus so that an inlet connector is connected
to the fluid inlet, an outlet connector is connected to the fluid
outlet, and a venting port connector is connected to the vent-
ing port. The method then includes providing an appropriate
wetting liquid or testing liquid, exemplarily an aqueous wet-
ting liquid, such as water or an alcohol solution, by means of
a wetting liquid supply that is fluidly connectable to the fluid
inlet. The method further includes instructing the filter integ-
rity testing device of the test apparatus to carry out and control
an integrity test procedure, and performing the integrity test
procedure.

The establishment of a fluid connection between the filter
device and the test apparatus can also comprise the initial step
of assembling the test apparatus from a valve unit and an
external filter integrity testing device. The feature “providing
a wetting liquid or testing liquid” can also include a pumping
or pneumatic conveying of the wetting fluid or testing liquid
into the filter device, when the wetting liquid supply is con-
nected to the fluid inlet, e.g. when a respective wetting liquid
supply valve is open. A wetting liquid is appropriate in case
the wetting liquid is capable of wetting the hydrophilic or
hydrophobic filter material. In case of a hydrophilic filter
material the wetting liquid can be an aqueous liquid or aque-
ous solution. In case of a hydrophobic filter material the
wetting liquid can be a non-aqueous liquid, such as an alco-
hol, ahydrocarbon or the like. In case the liquid is not capable
to wet the filter material, the liquid is named “testing liquid”.

Instructing the filter integrity testing device can comprise
the manual or automatic selection of a predefined integrity
test procedure appropriate for the actual filter device. The
predefined integrity test procedure can be retrieved from an
internal database of the filter integrity testing device or from
an external database, a storage medium etc. Furthermore,
instructing the filter integrity testing device can comprise the
input of free configurable procedure steps by an operator. The
input can be performed manually, e.g. by means of'a keyboard
or a touch screen of the test apparatus or of the filter integrity
testing device. Exemplarily, the test procedure is automati-
cally carried out, after the instruction is completed. As an
advantage the test procedure can be carried out without super-
vision by the operator, e.g. over night.

In case the filter material is a hydrophilic or a hydrophobic
filter material, the integrity test procedure can comprise wet-
ting the hydrophilic or hydrophobic filter material in the filter
device with the appropriate wetting liquid by filling the filter
device at least partially with wetting liquid until the filter
material is substantially completely saturated with the wet-
ting liquid. This aspect of the method then proceeds by drain-
ing wetting liquid from the filter device keeping the filter
material substantially completely saturated providing a pres-
surised measurement gas to the venting port to apply a pneu-
matic pressure to the saturated filter material, recording the
applied pneumatic pressure with a pressure sensor and/or
recording the applied measurement gas volume with a flow-
meter and determining the integrity status of the filter device
based on the recorded pneumatic pressure and/or measure-
ment gas volume.

In case a water based test is to be performed on a hydro-
phobic filter material, the integrity test procedure can com-
prise covering the hydrophobic filter material in the filter
device with the testing liquid by filling the filter device at least
partially with testing liquid until the filter material is substan-
tially completely covered with the testing liquid. This aspect
of'the method then proceeds by providing a pressurised mea-
surement gas to the venting port in order to apply a hydraulic
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pressure to the liquid covered filter material, recording the
applied pressure of the measurement gas with a pressure
sensor and/or recording the applied measurement gas volume
with a flowmeter, and determining the integrity status of the
filter device based on the recorded applied pressure and/or
applied volume of the measurement gas.

Subsequently, the testing liquid may be drained from the
filter device having the hydrophobic filter material.

As an advantage the manual wetting or flooding of the filter
material by the operator in preparation of the integrity testing
can be omitted, since these preparation steps can be per-
formed automatically by means of the test apparatus. Further-
more, these steps can be controlled and automatically
recorded in a test report. The test report can be stored to a
storage medium and/or to a database and/or printed by a
printer.

The recording of the parameters measured by the pressure
sensor and/or the flowmeter can comprise the storage of the
recorded parameters to a database or a storage medium, the
display of the parameters on a display device and/or the
printing of the parameters with a printing device. Determin-
ing the integrity status can comprise the computation of char-
acteristic values of the filter material such as the liquid per-
meability, the gas permeability, the wetting capacity and other
parameters, which can be determined using the diffusion test,
water intrusion test, the bubble point test and other tests.
Furthermore, determining the integrity status can comprise a
decision, whether the tested filter device is within its specifi-
cations and can be further used. The result of the decision can
de displayed, stored or printed, as described above.

The integrity test procedure can comprise the step of drying
the filter material in the filter device. The drying can be
carried out using dry gas draining the remaining wetting
and/or testing liquid out of the filter material and/or the inte-
rior of the filter device.

The integrity test procedure can comprise the step of ster-
ilising the filter material in the filter device. In particular the
sterilisation can be performed using hot steam and/or dry gas
having a suitable sterilization temperature (in case of steam of
about 121 degrees Celsius or more). In particular, when test-
ing a sterile filter device, the wetting liquid and/or testing
liquid, the measurement gas as well as the dry gas can be
sterile.

As an advantage the manual drying or sterilisation of the
filter material by the operator in finishing the integrity testing
can be omitted, since these final steps can be performed
automatically by means of the test apparatus. Furthermore,
these steps can be controlled and automatically recorded in a
test report. The test report can be stored to a storage medium
and/or to a database and/or printed by a printer.

However, the steps of wetting/filling and/or drying of the
filter material may be excluded from the integrity test proce-
dure by instructing the filter integrity testing device accord-
ingly. By disabling the wetting/filling and the drying step the
filter integrity testing device may act via the valve unit as an
automatically controlled filter integrity testing device.

The invention also relates to a computer program product
for a computer-controlled integrity test on a filter device. The
computer program comprises coding segments that when
loaded and executed on a suitable system can execute a
method for carrying out an integrity test on a filter device in
accordance with above-described invention. The computer
programs can be loaded individually or commonly, directly or
indirectly into the internal memory of a computer and/or the
filter integrity testing device.
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Additional objects, advantages and features of the present
invention will now be described in greater detail, by way of
example, with reference to preferred embodiments depicted
in the drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of an filter device test
apparatus.

FIG. 2 illustrates a further embodiment of the filter device
test apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows an apparatus 1 for carrying out an automatic
integrity test on a filter device 3. A filter housing 5 of the filter
device 3 comprises a fluid inlet 7, a fluid outlet 9, and a
venting port 11. A filter material 13 is arranged in the filter
housing 5 between the fluid inlet 7 and the fluid outlet 9.
Therefore, the fluid inlet 7 is fluidly connected to the fluid
outlet 9 via the filter material 13. In other words, a fluid
flowing into the filter device 3 through the fluid inlet 7 can be
filtered by means of the filter material 13 and leave the filter
device 3 through the fluid outlet 9. The venting port 11 is
arranged in the filter housing 5 such that a direct fluid con-
nection between the venting port 11 and the fluid inlet 7
exists. In other words the venting port 11 is fluidly connected
to the fluid outlet 9 via the filter material 13. Alternatively, the
venting port 11 can be arranged in the filter housing 5 such
that a direct fluid connection between the venting port 11 and
the fluid outlet 9 exist, wherein a fluid connection between the
fluid inlet 7 and the venting port 11 via the filter material 13
exists.

The filter material 13 can comprise a membrane filter, in
particular a hydrophobic membrane filter or a hydrophilic
membrane filter. An exemplarily hydrophobic membrane can
consist of polytetrafluorethylene (PTFE), which may have an
average pore diameter of about 0.2 micrometers. An exem-
plarily hydrophilic membrane may be based on polyether
sulfone (PESU), also having an average pore diameter of 0.2
micrometer.

The filter material 13 can comprise various shapes, for
example flat circular shapes or the shape of a filter candle. The
filter material 13 can be a sterile filter material, in particular a
filter material, which is adapted to be sterilized by means of
pure steam at a temperature of about 121 degrees Celsius or
above. Therefore, the sterile filter material 13 can be inte-
grated into sterile systems, in the manner they are used in the
pharmaceutical industry.

The filter device test apparatus 1 comprises a filter integrity
testing device 15 having at least one pressure sensor 17. In
order to allow a fluid connection of the filter device 3 to the
filter device test apparatus 1, the apparatus 1 comprises an
inlet connector 19, an outlet connector 21, and a venting port
connector 23. The inlet connector 19 is configured to estab-
lish a fluid connection to the fluid inlet 7 of the filter device 3.
In other words, the inlet connector 19 can be fluidly con-
nected to the fluid inlet 7 by a direct or indirect fluid connec-
tion, for example by means of a pipe or a hose. In this respect
a fluid connection means, that a fluid, i.e. a liquid and/or a
gaseous phase, can flow from the fluid inlet 7 to the inlet
connector 19 or vice versa. Respectively, the outlet connector
21 is fluidly connectable to the fluid outlet 9 of the filter device
3 and the venting port connector 23 is fluidly connectable to
the venting port 11 of the filter device 3.
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To prevent a mismatch ofthe fluid connections between the
inlet connector 19, the outlet connector 21, and the venting
port connector 23 with the respective fluid inlet 7, fluid outlet
9, and venting port 11 of the filter device 3 the inlet connector
19, the outlet connector 21 and the venting port connector 23
can comprise respective connectors of different shape and/or
size, wherein the respective connectors can only be connected
to a belonging fluid inlet, fluid outlet or venting port of the
filter device or to a belonging connection hose of connection
pipe for connecting the connector of the apparatus 1 with the
respective port or the filter device 3.

To perform the integrity tests of the filter device 3 a wetting
liquid 25 is needed. The wetting liquid 25 can be provided in
awetting liquid storage container 27, which can be connected
to a wetting liquid supply connector 29 of'the filter device test
apparatus 1. From the wetting liquid supply connector 29 the
wetting liquid 25 can flow through the wetting liquid supply
pipe 31 via a wetting liquid supply valve V4 to the inlet
connector 19. The wetting liquid supply valve V4 can be an on
off valve, a proportional valve, or a proportional control
valve. In order to transport the wetting liquid 25 from the
wetting liquid storage container 27 to the inlet connector 19
and, finally, into the filter device 3 the filter device test appa-
ratus 1 can comprise a wetting liquid pumping means, for
example a pump, which can be arranged between the wetting
liquid supply connector 29 and the wetting liquid supply
valve V4. In particular, the peristaltic pump can be used as
wetting liquid pumping means.

In an embodiment the wetting liquid 25 is transported by
means of a gas pressure from the wetting liquid storage con-
tainer 27 via the wetting liquid supply valve V4 into the filter
device 3. In this case, the wetting liquid supply container 27
is a pressure vessel 27 having a pressurised gas inlet 33 and a
rising pipe 35, which is connectable to the wetting liquid
supply connector 29 of the filter device test apparatus 1. By
providing pressurised gas, such as compressed air, at the
pressurised gas inlet 33 of the wetting liquid storage container
27 the inner space of the wetting liquid storage container 27 is
set under pressure, so that the wetting liquid 25 is conveyed
via the rising pipe 35 out of the wetting liquid storage con-
tainer 27 to the wetting liquid supply connector 29.

In an exemplarily embodiment of the filter device test
apparatus 1 a pressurised gas supply connector 37 is pro-
vided, which is configured to be connected to the pressurised
gas inlet 33 of the wetting liquid storage container 27. In order
to provide pressurised gas at the pressurised gas supply con-
nector 37 the filter device test apparatus 1 can comprise a
pressurised gas source 39, wherein the pressurised gas source
39 can comprise an internal pressurised gas source, such as a
compressor, or a pressurised gas source connector 41, which
is configured to establish a fluid connection to an external
pressurised gas source (not shown). A pressurised gas pipe 43
fluidly connecting the pressurised gas source connector 41
and the pressurised gas supply connector 37 comprises a
pressurised gas control valve V1 in order to control the pres-
sure of the pressurised gas provided at the pressurised gas
supply connector 37. The pressurised gas control valve V1
can be a proportional valve, a proportional control valve or an
on/off valve. Exemplarily the pressurised gas control valve
V1 is an on/off valve in case the wetting liquid supply valve
V4 is a proportional valve. Vice versa the pressurised gas
control valve V1 is preferably a proportional valve in case the
wetting liquid supply valve V4 is an on/off valve.

The inlet connector 19 is additionally connected via a
drainage valve V3 to a first drainage pipe 45. In general it is
sufficient, that the drainage valve V3 comprises of an on/off
valve. In case the drainage valve V3 is open, a fluid can flow
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8
from the fluid inlet 7 of the filter device 3 through the inlet
connector 19, the drainage valve V3, and the first drainage
pipe 45 to a first drain connector 47. From the first drain
connector 47 the liquid can flow to a sewer.

The outlet connector 21, which is configured to be fluidly
connected to the fluid outlet 9 of the filter device 3, is fluidly
connected via a second drainage pipe 49 and a outlet valve V2
to a second drain connector 51. From the second drain con-
nector 51 the fluid can be dumped into a sewer. Instead of
providing a first drain connector 47 and a second drain con-
nector 51 the first drainage pipe 45 and the second drainage
pipe 49 can be fluidly connected to a common drain connector
(not shown). Advantageously, in this case only one connector
and one drainage hose to a sewer is necessary in order to dump
the fluid drained from the filter device 3.

The venting port connector 23 is fluidly connected through
a venting pipe 53 and a venting valve V6 to a venting con-
nector 55 of the filter device test apparatus 1. In general it is
sufficient, that the venting valve V6 comprises of an on/off
valve. In case the venting valve V6 is open, air can flow from
and to the filter device 3 through the venting connector 55
respectively to an from the outside. Exemplarily, the venting
connector 55 is connected to a bacteria and/or virus filtering
device (not shown), which is capable to filter bacteria and/or
viruses out of the air flowing from the filter device 3 into the
outside or from outside into the filter device 3. In case the
filter device 3 is of a sterile type the filter device 3 is advan-
tageously not contaminated by bacteria and/or viruses from
the outside, which may be conveyed from the outside to the
inside of filter device 3 by the air flowing into the filter device
3. On the other hand the outside environment would not be
contaminated by microorganisms conveyed by airflow from
the inside of filter device 3 to the outside in case filter device
3 is contaminated.

The venting port connector 23 is fluidly connected through
a measurement gas supply pipe 57 and a measurement gas
valve V5 to a measurement gas source 59. The measurement
gas source 59 can comprise an internal measurement gas
source, such as a compressor, or a measurement gas source
connector of the filter integrity testing device 15 or the appa-
ratus 1, which is configured to be fluidly connected to an
external measurement gas source (not shown), such as an
external compressor, a pressure vessel, a compressed air
bottle or a pressurised gas container. Exemplarily, the mea-
surement gas source 59 is fluidly connected with the pres-
surised gas source connector 41. This fluid connection
between these two connectors can be internally or externally.
In case, a higher pressure is provided from the measurement
gas source 59 in relation to the pressure needed at the pres-
surised gas control valve V1 or vice versa the fluid connection
between can comprise a pressure reducing valve. For
example, compressed air is used as a measurement gas,
wherein a pressure of about 6 bars is necessary in order to
perform the filter integrity test of the filter device 3 connected
to the filter device test apparatus 1. On the other hand, an air
pressure of about 1 bar might be sufficient in order to transport
the wetting liquid 25 from the wetting liquid storage con-
tainer 27 into the filter device 3. Therefore, an internal or
external fluid connection from the internal or external mea-
surement gas source 59 through a pressure reducing valve to
the pressurised gas source connector 41 or to the pressurised
gas control valve V1 may be provided, wherein the pressure
reducing valve (not shown) reduces the pressure of six bars
down to about 1 bar. Exemplarily, the measurement gas
source 59 is capable to provide sterile measurement gas, such
as sterile air.
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Further, the measurement gas supply pipe 57 providing
measurement gas to the venting port connector 23 is fluidly
connected through a measurement pipe 61 to the pressure
sensor 17 of the filter integrity testing device 15. By means of
the pressure sensor 17 the filter integrity testing device 15 can
determine the pressure, which is present within the filter
housing 5. Furthermore, a flowmeter 63 can be located along
the measurement gas supply pipe 57 in order to determine the
mass or volume of the measurement gas, which flows inside
or outside the interior of the filter housing 5 through the
flowmeter 63.

The filter integrity testing device 15 can comprise a micro-
processor 65, which can receive the measurement data gen-
erated by the pressure sensor 17 via a pressure data line 67a as
well as the measurement data generated by the flowmeter 63
via a flow data line 675. The measurement data can be stored
to a storage medium and/or transmitted to an external data
processing device (not shown).

It is further preferred, that the filter device test apparatus
comprises an internal dry gas source or a dry gas source
connector 73 connectable to an external dry gas source. The
dry gas source or the dry gas source connector 73 is fluidly
connected to the venting port connector 23 via a dry gas pipe
75 and a dry gas valve V7 in order to provide a dry gas to the
venting port 11 of the filter device 3. Exemplarily the dry gas
is compressed air. The dry gas may also be provided by the
measurement gas source 59, i.e. measurement gas source 59
and dry gas source may be identical. When dry gas is provided
to the venting port 11 of the filter device 3, a fluid remaining
within the filter housing 5 can be pressed outside via the fluid
inlet 7 and/or the fluid outlet 9.

Exemplarily, the dry gas source is capable to provide a dry
gas having a suitable sterilisation temperature and about 2
bars pressure. By providing the filter device 3 with such a
heated dry gas it is possible to sterilise the interior of the filter
housing 5 in particular to sterilise the filter material 13. As an
alternative, a heating device (not shown) may be provided,
which is capable to heat the dry gas flowing through the dry
gas supply pipe 75 to a suitable sterilisation temperature (e.g.
of about 180° C. or more). For example, the heating device
can comprise the heat exchanger and/or a heating element
directly or indirectly contacting the dry gas flowing through
the gas supply pipe 75. Additionally, other gases can be used
such as hydrogen peroxide (H,O,) or steam (for example at
121° C.) in order to sterilise the interior of the integrity test
unit and/or the filter device. A drying step with sterile air can
then be used to eliminate residual vapour.

The microprocessor 65 of the filter integrity testing device
15 can provide controlling signals to valve controllers 69a to
69¢, wherein each of the valve controllers 69a to 69g is
assigned to one of the valves V1 to V7 of the filter device test
apparatus 1. Each of the valve controllers 69a to 69g is linked
by a respective valve controlling line 71a to 71g to the respec-
tive valve V1 to V7, which is assigned to the respective valve
controller 69a to 69g. Consequently, the microprocessor 65 is
enabled to control all valves, which are necessary to prepare
a filter device 3 for a filter integrity measurement, to perform
the actual filter integrity measurement and to finish the filter
device 3 after performing the filter integrity testing for further
use in production. By the software running on the micropro-
cessor 65 a method for testing the integrity of a filter device is
provided, wherein the filter integrity testing can be performed
automatically without further user interaction and, thus,
reducing the probability of handling errors during the filter
integrity testing.

Exemplarily, the filter device test apparatus 1 has an appa-
ratus housing 2, which enclosed the above described elements
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of the test apparatus 1. In particular the apparatus housing 2
can enclose the filter integrity testing device 15 and all valves
V1-V7. At least two of the valves V1-V7, in particular all
valves V1-V7, can be part of a valve unit leading to a compact
construction of the apparatus 1.

Optionally, two, three, or more temperature sensors 87, 89,
91 (such as a resistance thermometer or resistive thermal
device, e.g. a PT100 sensor, or, alternatively, a thermocouple)
may be provided. Exemplarily, two temperature sensors 87,
89 may be provided on an upstream side of the filter device 3
(e.g. a first temperature sensor 87 in the section between
valves V5, V6 and V7 and a second temperature sensor 89 in
the section between valves V3 and V4) and at least one tem-
perature sensor 91 may be provided on the downstream side
of'the filter device 3 (e.g. in proximity of the valve V2). Based
on the signals provided by the temperature sensors to the
microprocessor 65, a control or supervision of the drying
process of the filter device 3 may be performed particularly
based on the inlet temperature and the outlet temperature of
the drying gas. Moreover, the signal of the temperature sensor
on the downstream side of the filter device 3 may be (also)
used for validating an eventual steaming cycle of the filter
device 3. Respective set points (temperature start end tem-
perature end and/or temperature difference between start and
end) for the steaming cycle and/or for the validation process
may be determined by respective steaming and/or drying
validation studies.

Example 1

According to a first example, a diffusion test (or any other
suitable test e.g. bubble point test or multipoint diffusion test)
of'a hydrophilic filter material 13 is performed with the filter
devicetestapparatus 1, as shown in FIG. 1, wherein the valves
V1 to V7 are switched into states according to Table 1. In a
first step a filter device 3 is provided, wherein the fluid inlet 7
is fluidly connected to the inlet connector 19, the fluid outlet
9 is fluidly connected to the outlet connector 21, and the
venting port 11 is fluidly connected to the venting port con-
nector 23, respectively.

In order to perform the diffusion test of the hydrophilic
filter candle made of filter material 13, the filter housing 5 is
flooded with water, as an exemplarily wetting liquid 25, via
the wetting liquid supply pipe 31 and the inlet connector 19.
To perform this first wetting step the pressurised gas control
valve V1, the wetting liquid supply valve V4, and the venting
valve V6 are opened, whereas the outlet valve V2, the drain-
age valve V3, the measurement gas valve V5 as well as the dry
gas valve V7 will remain closed. During this valve configu-
ration compressed air, as an exemplarily pressurised gas, is
enabled to flow through the pressurised gas source connector
41 through the pressurised gas control valve V1, the pres-
surised gas supply connector 37 and the pressurised gas inlet
port 33 into the interior of the wetting liquid storage container
27. Since the wetting liquid supply valve V4 is open, the water
25 contained in the wetting liquid storage container 27 is
forced by the pressure inside the wetting liquid storage con-
tainer 27 to flow through the rising pipe 35 and the wetting
liquid supply pipe 31 to the inlet connector 19 into the interior
of the filter housing 5. The air filling the interior of the filter
housing 5 is displaced through the venting pipe 53, the vent-
ing valve V6 and the venting connector 55 to the environment.

In a second wetting step the venting valve V6 is closed and
the outlet valve V2 is opened, wherein further water 25 is
admitted until the filter material 13 has been completely per-
meated by water 25 for a specific time. The water 25, which
has permeated the filter material 13 flows through the fluid
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outlet 9 outside of the filter device 3 and is received by the
outlet connector 21, from which the water 25 flows through
the second drainage pipe 49 and the outlet valve V2 to a sewer
connected to the second drain connector 51.

In order to remove air and trapped in the filter material 13
or the interior or the filter housing 5 the venting valve V6 is
pulsating during a filtered wetting step. For example, the
venting valve V6 can open and close within a period of about
10 seconds, preferably within a period of 5 seconds and in
particular within a period of about 1 second.

After the filter material 13 is completely permeated by
water 25 by a specific time, the water 25 is removed from the
interior of the filter housing 5 through the fluid inlet 7, the
inlet connector 19, the first drainage pipe 45 and the drainage
valve V3 by closing the pressurised gas control valve V1, the
wetting liquid supply valve V4 and by opening the drainage
valve V3, the outlet valve V2 and the venting valve V6.

Thereafter, the filter housing 5 is pressurised in a testing
step by compressed air by means of the filter integrity testing
device 15 via the measurement gas supply pipe 57, the opened
measurement gas valve V5, and the venting port connector
23. All other valves except the outlet valve V2 are closed
during the testing step. The applied pressure is measured by
the pressure sensor 17 and the quantity of measurement gas
passing the filter material 13 during the testing step is mea-
sured by the flowmeter 63 and/or by using an algorithm
integrating the detected pressure drop.

After the testing step has been finished the interior of the
filter housing 5 can be dried and/or sterilised by providing dry
gas to the venting port 11 of the filter device. To perform the
drying the measurement gas valve V5 is closed and drainage
valve V3 as well as the dry gas valve V7 are opened. During
a first drying step liquid remaining in the interior of the filter
housing 5 is pressed outside through the fluid inlet 7 and the
fluid outlet 9. The removed liquid can flow to a sewer via the
first and second drainage connectors 47, 51. The drainage
valve is closed and the drying is completed during a second
drying step with only the outlet valve V2 open.

TABLE 1

Valve states during a diffusion test of a hydrophilic filter material

Valve vl V2 V3 V4 V5 V6 vi
Wetting 1 open closed closed open closed open closed
Wetting 2 open open closed open closed closed closed
Wetting 3 open open closed open closed pulsating closed
Draining closed open open closed closed open closed
Testing closed open closed closed open closed closed
Drying 1 closed open open closed closed closed open
Drying 2 closed open closed closed closed closed open
End closed open open closed closed open closed

As an example the duration of the single steps compiled in
table 1 can be as follows: wetting step 1 about 1 minute,
wetting step 2 about 1 minute, wetting step 3 about 3 minutes,
draining step about 2 minutes, drying step 1 about 5 minutes,
and drying step 2 about 10 minutes. The duration of the
integrity testing step of 5 minutes is depended on the required
test parameters, as for example diffusion test pressure of
about 2500 mbar, the maximum diffusion of about 15 ml/min,
the minimum bubble point of about 3200 mbar and the maxi-
mum bubble point of about 5000 mbar.

FIG. 2 shows another embodiment of a filter device test
apparatus 1 for carrying out an automatic integrity test on a
filter device 3. The configuration and function of the single
elements of the apparatus 1 is similar to the embodiment
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shown in FIG. 1 and, therefore, equivalent elements are
labelled with the same reference signs.

The filter device test apparatus 1 is configured to be fluidly
connected to a filter device 3, as shown in FIG. 1. Therefore,
the inlet connector 19, the outlet connector 21 and the venting
port connector 23 can be identical to the respective connec-
tors shown in FIG. 1. In order to provide a wetting liquid 25
to the filter device 3, the apparatus 1 comprises an analogous
configuration connectable to a wetting liquid storage con-
tainer 27 and capable to convey the wetting liquid 25 by
means of pressurised gas. The wetting and drainage of the
filter device 3 is controlled by the valves V1 to V4, as
described with respect to FIG. 1. The venting and drying of
the filter device 3 can be carried out as described with respect
to FIG. 1. In particular the configuration and operation of the
venting valve V6 and the drying gas valve V7 can be identical
to the above described valves.

In contrast to the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 the filter
device test apparatus 1 shown in FIG. 2 comprises a filter
integrity testing device 15, which is external from a valve unit
77 having a valve unit housing, enclosing the valves V1-V7
and other elements for connecting the filter device 3. The
valve unit can comprise at least two of the valves V1-V7 and
in particular all valves V1-V7, as shown in FIG. 2. However,
particularly the measurement valve V5 can be also located
within the filter integrity testing device 15. The measurement
valve V5 controls the flow of measurement gas through the
measurement gas supply pipe 57, which is disconnectable and
connectable via a measurement gas connector 83 of the filter
integrity testing device 15 an a complementary measurement
gas connector 85 of the valve unit 77. Exemplarily, the mea-
surement gas connector 83 and/or the complementary mea-
surement gas connector 85 comprise a valve (not shown)
sealing the part of the measurement gas supply pipe 57
belonging to the filter integrity testing device 15 and/or the
part of the measurement gas supply pipe 57 belonging to the
valve unit 77 towards the environment outside.

The microprocessor 65 of the filter integrity testing device
15 can also control the valves V1-V7, which are part of the
valve unit 77. Therefore, the valve controllers 69a to 69g of
the filter integrity testing device 15 are connected to the
respective valves V1 to V7 of the valve unit 77, for example,
by means of a respective valve controlling line 71a to 71g or
by means of a wireless connection. In orderto allow a fast and
reliable connection the filter integrity testing device 15 can
comprise an electrical connector 79, which can be connected
to a complementary connector 81 of the valve unit 77. For
example, the electrical connector 79 can be connected with
the complementary electrical connector 81 by arranging the
filter integrity testing device 15 besides, on top or below the
valve unit 77 and, thereby, moving the filter integrity testing
device along a direction R. The connector 79 and the comple-
mentary connector can be locked when connected, exemplar-
ily by locking means.

After the filter integrity testing device 15 is connected to
the valve unit 77, the microprocessor 65 is enabled to control
all valves V1-V7, which are necessary to prepare a filter
device 3 for a filter integrity measurement, to perform the
actual filter integrity measurement and to finish the filter
device 3 after performing the filter integrity testing for further
use in production. By the software running on the micropro-
cessor 65 a method for testing the integrity of a filter device is
provided, wherein the filter integrity testing can be performed
automatically without further user interaction and, thus,
reducing the probability of handling errors during the filter
integrity testing.



US 9,095,801 B2

13

The filter integrity testing device 15 is configured and
operated as described with respect to FIG. 1. Therefore, the
operational steps given in Example 1 can also carried out by
the apparatus as shown in FIG. 2, wherein the operational step
can be completed by an initial step of connecting the filter
integrity testing device 15 with the valve unit 77, in particular
by connecting the electrical connector 79 with the comple-
mentary electrical connector 81 and by connecting the mea-
surement gas connector 83 with the complementary measure-
ment gas connector 85.

Similar to the embodiment described with reference to
FIG. 1, in the further embodiment of FIG. 2 two, three or more
temperature sensors 87, 89, 91 (such as a resistance thermom-
eter or resistive thermal device, e.g. a PT100 sensor, or, alter-
natively, a thermocouple) may be optionally provided. As an
example two temperature sensors 87, 89 may be provided on
an upstream side of the filter device 3 (e.g. a first temperature
sensor 87 in the section between valves V5, V6 and V7 and a
second temperature sensor 89 in the sections between valves
V3 and V4). At least one temperature sensor 91 may be
provided on the downstream side of the filter device 3 (e.g. in
proximity of the valve V2). Based on the signals provided by
the temperature sensors to the microprocessor 65, a control or
supervision of the drying process of the filter device 3 may be
performed particularly based on the inlet temperature and the
outlet temperature of the drying gas. Moreover, the signal of
the temperature sensor on the downstream side of the filter
device 3 may be (also) used for validating an eventual steam-
ing cycle of the filter device 3. Respective set points (tem-
perature start end temperature end and/or temperature differ-
ence between start and end) for the steaming cycle and/or for
the validation process may be determined by respective
steaming and/or drying validation studies.

Example 2

According to a second example, which can be carried out
by means of a filter device test apparatus 1 as shown in FIGS.
1 and 2, a water intrusion test (or any other suitable test e.g.
water flow test or water penetration test) of a hydrophobic
filter material 13 is performed, wherein the valves V1 to V7
are switched into states according to Table 2.

TABLE 2

Valve states during a water intrusion test of a hydrophobic
filter material

Valve Vi V2 V3 v4 V5 ve V7
Filling open closed closed open closed open closed
Testing closed  open closed closed open closed closed
Drying1  closed open open closed closed closed open
Drying 2  closed open closed closed closed closed open
End closed  open open closed closed open closed

During the water intrusion test it is determined how many
liquid, in most cases pure water, can be pressed into the
hydrophobic filter material, which should be completely
unwettable. Therefore, in a first step the filter device 3 con-
taining the hydrophobic filter material 13 is provided,
wherein the fluid inlet 7 is fluidly connected to the inlet
connector 19, the fluid outlet 9 is fluidly connected to the
outlet connector 21, and the venting port 11 is fluidly con-
nected to the venting port connector 23, respectively.

To perform the water intrusion test the filter housing 5 is
flooded with water, as a possible testing liquid 25, via the
wetting liquid supply pipe 31 and the inlet connector 19. To
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perform the wetting step the pressurised gas control valve V1,
the wetting liquid supply valve V4, and the venting valve V6
are opened, whereas the outlet valve V2, the drainage valve
V3, the measurement gas valve V5 as well as the dry gas valve
V7 will remain closed. Thus, pressurised gas can flow
through the pressurised gas source connector 41 through the
pressurised gas control valve V1, the pressurised gas supply
connector 37 and the pressurised gas inlet port 33 into the
interior of the wetting liquid storage container 27, which in
this case contains the testing liquid 25. Since the wetting
liquid supply valve V4 is open, the water 25 contained in the
wetting liquid storage container 27 is forced by the pressure
inside the wetting liquid storage container 27 to flow through
the rising pipe 35 and the wetting liquid supply pipe 31 to the
inlet connector 19 into the interior of the filter housing 5. The
air filling the interior of the filter housing 5 is displaced
through the venting pipe 53, the venting valve V6 and the
venting connector 55 to the environment. The filter housing 5
is filed with water until the filter material 13 is completely
covered by water.

Thereafter, the filter housing 5 is pressurised in a testing
step by compressed air delivered by the filter integrity testing
device 15 via the measurement gas supply pipe 57, the opened
measurement gas valve V5, and the venting port connector
23. All other valves except the outlet valve V2 are closed
during the testing step. The pressure sensor 17 determines the
pressure applied to the interior of the filter housing 5, while
the quantity of measurement gas passing the filter material 13
during the testing step can be measured by the flowmeter 63.
In case the filter material 13 is completely hydrophobic the
flow of measurement gas will stop, when the pressure reaches
a constant level.

After the testing step has been finished the interior of the
filter housing 5 can be dried and/or sterilized by providing dry
gas to the venting port 11 of the filter device, wherein the first
and second drying steps can be carried out, as described in
example 1.

What is claimed is:

1. A test apparatus (1) for automatically carrying out an
integrity test on a filter device (3) having a filter housing (5)
with a filter material (13) in an interior of the filter housing
(5), a fluid inlet (7), a fluid outlet (9) and a venting port (11)
at a location on the filter housing (5) spaced from the fluid
inlet (7) and the fluid outlet (9), the venting port (11) being at
a location on the filter housing (5) to prevent fluid in the filter
housing from flowing through the venting port (11) while
providing gas flow into or out of the filter device (3), the test
apparatus (1) comprising:

an external filter integrity testing device (15) having a

measurement gas supply pipe (57) communicating with
a pressure sensor (17) and/or a flowmeter (63), a mea-
surement gas connector (83) at an externally accessible
position on the external filter integrity testing device
(15) and communicating with the measurement gas sup-
ply pipe (57), the external filter integrity testing device
(15) further having an electrical connector (79) at an
externally accessible position on the external filter integ-
rity testing device (15); and

avalveunit (77) provided separately from the external filter

integrity testing device (15) and being configured to be
fluidly connected to the filter device (3), the valve unit
(77) further having a complementary measurement gas
connector (85) at an externally accessible position
thereon and configured to be connected to the measure-
ment gas connector (83), and a complementary electri-
cal connector (81) at an externally accessible position
thereon and configured to be connected to the electrical
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connector (79) of the external filter integrity testing

device (15), wherein the valve unit (77) comprises:

an inlet connector (19) fluidly connectable to the fluid
inlet (7),

awetting liquid supply valve (V4) fluidly connecting the
inlet connector (19) to a wetting liquid supply;

a drainage valve (V3) fluidly connecting the inlet con-
nector (19) to a first drain (45);

an outlet connector (21) fluidly connectable to the fluid
outlet (9)

an outlet valve (V2) fluidly connecting the outlet con-
nector (21) to a second drain (49);

a venting port connector (23) fluidly connectable to the
venting port (11);

a measurement gas valve (V5) fluidly connecting the
venting port connector (23) to the complementary
measurement gas connector (85) that is connected
fluidly to the pressure sensor (17) and/or the flowme-
ter (63) of the filter integrity testing device (15) and a
measurement gas source (59);

a venting valve (V6) fluidly connecting the venting port
connector (23)to a venting pipe (53) for providing gas
flow into or out of the filter device (3) at a location
spaced from the fluid inlet (7) and the fluid outlet (9);

a dry gas valve (V7) connected to the venting port con-
nector (23) and connectable to a dry gas source; and

communication means (715-71f) for communicatively
connecting the valves (V2, V3, V4, V5, V6) with the
filter integrity testing device (15) and controlling the
valves (V2, V3, V4, V5, V6) by means of the filter
integrity testing device (15).

2. The test apparatus (1) of claim 1, wherein the wetting
liquid supply comprises a wetting liquid supply connector
(29) and wherein a wetting liquid storage container (27) is
fluidly connectable to the wetting liquid supply connector
(29).

3. The test apparatus (1) of claim 2, further comprising
wetting liquid pumping means.

4. The test apparatus (1) of claim 3, wherein the wetting
liquid pumping means are pneumatic pumping means.

5. The test apparatus (1) of claim 1,

wherein the connection between the filter integrity testing

device (15) and the valve unit (77) is established by

moving the filter integrity testing device (15) along a

direction (R) relative to the valve unit (77).

6. A microprocessor controlled method for carrying out an
integrity test by the test apparatus (1) of claim 1 on the filter
device (3) having the fluid inlet (7), the fluid outlet (9) and the
venting port (11), wherein a hydrophilic or hydrophobic filter
material (13) is arranged between the fluid inlet (7) and the
fluid outlet (9), the inlet connector (19) of the test apparatus
(1) being connected to the fluid inlet (7), the outlet connector
(21) of the test apparatus (1) being connected to the fluid
outlet (9), and the venting port (23) of the test apparatus (1)
being connected to the venting port (11), the method com-
prising the steps:

providing a wetting liquid (25) from said wetting liquid

supply that is fluidly connectable to the fluid inlet (7);

connecting the electrical connector (79) of the filter integ-

rity testing device (15) to the complementary electrical

connector of the valve unit (77);

instructing the filter integrity testing device (15) of the test

apparatus (1) to carry out and control an integrity test

procedure that comprises the steps:

opening the venting valve (V6) and closing the measure-
ment gas valve (V5) and the dry gas valve (V7)
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wetting the hydrophilic or hydrophobic filter material
(13) in the filter device (3) with the wetting liquid (25)
by filling the filter device (3) at least partially with
wetting liquid (25) until the filter material is substan-
tially saturated with the wetting liquid (25) while
permitting gas in the filter housing to vent through the
venting valve (V6);

draining wetting liquid from the filter device (3) keeping
the filter material (13) substantially saturated;

closing the venting valve (V6) and opening the measure-
ment gas valve (V5) to dry the filter material (13);

providing a pressurised measurement gas to the venting
port (11) in order to apply a pneumatic pressure to the
saturated filter material (13);

recording the applied pneumatic pressure with a pres-
sure sensor (17) and/or recording the applied mea-
surement gas volume with a flowmeter (63);

determining the integrity status of the filter device (3)
based on the recorded pneumatic pressure and/or
measurement gas volume; and

closing the measurement gas valve (V5) and opening the
dry gas valve (V7) for drying the filter material (13);
and

performing the integrity test procedure.

7. A microprocessor controlled method for carrying out an
integrity test by the test apparatus (1) of claim 1 on a filter
device (3) having the fluid inlet (7), the fluid outlet (9) and the
venting port (11), wherein a hydrophobic filter material (13)
is arranged between the fluid inlet (7) and the fluid outlet (9),
the inlet connector (19) of the test apparatus (1) being con-
nected to the fluid inlet (7), the outlet connector (21) of the test
apparatus (1) being connected to the fluid outlet (9), and the
venting port connector (23) of the test apparatus (1) being
connected to the venting port (11), the method comprising the
steps:

providing a testing liquid (25) from said wetting liquid

supply that is fluidly connectable to the fluid inlet (7);

connecting the measurement gas connector (83) of the

complementary gas connector (85) and connecting the

electrical connector (79) of the filter integrity testing

device (15) to the complementary electrical connector of

the valve unit (77);

instructing the filter integrity testing device (15) of the test

apparatus (1) to carry out and control an integrity test

procedure, wherein the integrity test procedure com-

prises the steps:

opening the venting valve (V6) and closing the measure-
ment gas valve (V5) and the dry gas valve (V7);

covering the hydrophobic filter material (13) in the filter
device (3) with the testing liquid (25) by filling the
filter device (3) at least partially with testing liquid
(25) until the filter material is substantially com-
pletely covered with the testing liquid (25) while per-
mitting gas in the filter housing to vent through the
venting valve (V6);

closing the venting valve (V6) and opening the measure-
ment gas valve (V5) to dry the filter material (13);

providing a pressurised measurement gas to the venting
port (11) in order to apply a hydraulic pressure to the
liquid covered filter material (13);

recording the applied pressure of the measurement gas
with a pressure sensor (17) and/or recording the
applied measurement gas volume with a flowmeter
(63);

determining the integrity status of the filter device (3)
based on the recorded applied pressure and/or applied
volume of the measurement gas; and
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closing the measurement gas valve (V5) and opening the
dry gas valve (V7) for drying the filter material (13);
and

performing the integrity test procedure.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the integrity test proce- 5
dure comprises the step:

sterilizing the filter material (13) in the filter device (3).

9. A non-transitory computer readable medium containing
computer executable instructions to perform a method, the
method comprising: 10

executing the method of claim 7 for carrying out the integ-

rity test on the filter device.
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